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Speaking Through Sickness (Acts 9:1-19)

We never enjoy illness or afflictions, such as we are experiencing. After all, what good could
possibly result from our ailments? God would never allow us to get sick for any reason —
would He?

The answer, surprisingly, is yes. Suffering is one of the consequences of living in a fallen
world, so we should not be surprised when it comes our way. However, God can use it to
get our attention. If illness is what it takes for us to refocus on Him, that’s exactly what He
will allow to happen.

Think about the apostle Paul. When we hear his name, we recall the missionary who spread
the gospel during the first century but this was not always the case. When we are first

introduced to him, he is known as Saul, Christians’ enemy (Acts 9:1-2). So how did God get
Saul’s attention?

The Acts account explains that the Lord appeared in a brilliant flash of light that only Saul
could see. After revealing Himself, Jesus left Saul completely blind. This enemy of the church
was now brought low, having to be led into town by hand and completely at the mercy of
others.

What went through Saul’s mind during these three days of blindness? No doubt he was
focused on one thing -- Christ. By removing his sight, God took away all distractions during

this vital time.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caught our attention. Our world...our country...our
community is in the midst of troubling times. COVID-19 has plunged our country and

community into chaos. The COVID-19 virus is:

. Political

. Economical and Financial
. Governmental

. Athletic

. Sociological

. Medical

God’s primary goal is our ultimate good, not our comfort or short-term happiness — He
wants what is best for us in light of eternity. At times, this means He will lay us flat on our
backs for a season. As we journey through this season of the COVID-19 pandemic, let us
pray for healing as well as the ability to discern His message to us.

Blessings,

Mel
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We've been working in collaboration with groups throughout the community in responding to the needs created by the COVID-19
pandemic. We recently interviewed the Salvation Army's Quad Cities Coordinator, Major Scott Shelbourn.

How has your role in the community changed in response to COVID-19?

“Our roles hasn’t really changed; it’s been amplified. The Salvation Army already has emergency disaster services in place and so we
just kick all of those services into gear when something like this happens. And then on top of that because of the way the pandemic
has affected the greater community about the need for housing and shelter services and also extensive food distribution, just as
donations for those specific services have come in from the greater community and also the government funds that we administer to
help people out in those situations, those have all increased a little bit which has enabled us to increase our services a little bit to
help those in need.”

What groups have been hit the hardest by the pandemic?

“I would say there’s multiple groups that have been hit hard by the pandemic. Anybody that’s in a service industry that’s had to shut
down because of social distancing restrictions and such, those folks whether they’re the small business owner or the people who
work for them have been hit very drastically by this pandemic. So you have a lot of people that are kind of the lower middle class
folks, a lot of folks who have been traditional donors to the Salvation Army are actually coming to us for assistance now because
they’ve lost their job or been laid off over the past few weeks. Even though there’s a moratorium on evictions and rent and
mortgage payments, we know those are all going to come due at some point. So a lot of those folks are coming to us requesting
help at this time. There’s been this kind of lower middle class...the working poor that have been hit hardest by this but then also,
those in the upper middle class that are property owners and maybe, rent some of these houses. The landlords and the management
companies have also been affected by this because obviously they don’t have funds coming in from the renters and the city still
wants their property taxes paid and things like that. That’s been a big dynamic so if you are in a service industry any how...any such
service industry...from a store to a small business you’ve been affected. If you own the store or you're an employee there or if
you’re in the greater economic structure as companies have laid off portions of their workforce and stuff and those people have
been affected. So this is really when you look at the overarching effects of the pandemic, it’s really hit people throughout the
economic strata and social strata of our community.”

What are the greatest needs in the community?

The greatest need coming up is going to be housing because if somebody was just barely making it let’s say in February and March,
and then sometime in March they got laid off. They weren’t able to make their April payment and there’s the chance of them going
back to work in April is slim so they’re going to miss their May rent or mortgage payment and then if they are able to go back to
work in May, they’re not going to get enough hours in to make their June payment on their mortgage or their rent payment. So you
can see the effects of this cascading well into the summer months where people are gonna be by the time they get back to their
normal work schedules that they’re going to be two or three months behind on their rent as all of these restrictions on evictions
and moratoriums on rent and mortgage payments happen. And so you can easily see this summer, people are going to be affected
drastically in the housing area because they might not be able to make up all these rent payments or mortgage payments and be
evicted from their current dwelling or they might have to do other financial means to maintain their housing.”

Describe the working relationship between the Salvation Army and Churches United.

“It’s a great working relationship. Our building that we recently remodeled on Kirkwood was designed just for this situation and
actually the design is working out just the way we planned. The plan always was that we’d make a kitchen here that we’d serve the
community as we need throughout the year but then in a disaster situation, that kitchen would be able to crank out a lot of meals
and we would be able to back vehicles up to the kitchen. We have a ramp back out there to get the meals out to vehicles and get
the meals out to the community. So this working relationship with Churches United and SmokinPyro, they’re coming in almost daily
and cooking meals in our kitchen. We’re running out to area vendors to buy food for them to cook and supplying a lot of the food
service things, like the clam shells and silver wear and such, along with other donations that are coming in through Churches United.
It’s all coalescing with them cooking the meals, getting them right out of our back door into vehicles and getting them out to places
where they’re feeding. It’s a great working partnership. We're able to use donations that are directly for food to buy food to help
make sure that all of this happens. We've got great volunteers through SmokinPyro and Churches United to get it all done and get it
out to the people. It's a wonderful collaboration.”
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Anything else?

“First off, | want to say the community collaborations to make sure that peoples’ needs are being met...it’s just phenomenal. |
appreciate Churches United, Smokin Pyro and our relationship we’ve developed here to make sure people are being fed and the
way we are doing it. We look forward to working with everybody as we continue to battle the affects of this pandemic in our

community.”

Current Needs

As we continue to respond to the needs created by COVID-19, we have items that we need to assist our
ministries. We are still working with Smokin Pyro BBQ to serve meals to those displaced from Humility of
Mary and King's Harvest. We also are in need of cleaning supplies at Winnie's Place Shelter. Donations can
be dropped off at our office. There is more information on ways to give to our ministries on page 4.

.‘ Spaghetti Noodles aghetti Sauce
_ Frozen Soups—TRC Egg Noodles
"+, Canned Green BeansElbow Noodl

Jelly f.Mushroo Hamburger Mea
7 Hams Pork'Loins Hot Dogs

" Fruit Cocktail (Apples/Bananas/Oranges) Potatoe
Cooking Oil Chili Beans/Kidney Beans
Zip Top Sandwich Bags

Plasticware (All in One)
A 4T S

Disinfecting Wipes

Dishwashing Gloves

Disinfecting Spray

Multi-Surface Cleaner

Thank you, Bechtel Charitable

Trust for the grant that will al-

low us to replace our HVAC
units at Winnie’s Place. This is

something that was urgently

T[ l : Yo_u” needed. We are grateful.

Thank you, Quad Cities Com-
munity Foundation/Quad Cities

CHURCHES

Disaster Recovery Fund for

UNITED  your generous donation.
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On the Web

www.cuqca.org

GiveTODAYtoChurchesUnited

Online at http://www.cuqca.org/donate.php
Call us at (563) 332-5002

Mail or drop off your gift
Churches United of the Quad City Area
2535 Tech Drive Suite 205
Bettendorf, 1A 52722

THANKYOU!
Donate, keep up-to-date, and check out daily reflections by following
us on Facebook at:

https://www.facebook.com/

ChurchesUnitedoftheQuadCityArea/
and find out when we are able to reopen

Winnie's Wishes Resale Shop at:

https://www.facebook.com/WinniesWishesResaleShop/

amazon

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/
19QO2R6L5908/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_4?
_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist

Check it Out!

As we go through COVID-19, the
Pastor's Conference of the Quad
Cities wants the people of God to
have faith over fear. As pastors, we
want to continue to encourage you
and lift you up through prayer as
we come together and connect
with you through the Shepherd's
Touch!

The Shepherd's Touch allows you the opportunity to be
prayed for by various pastors of the Quad Cities! This will be a
drive through blessing every Saturday from | lam to Ipm, so
you don’t have to get out of your car.

You may drive through | of our 3 locations: Third Missionary
Baptist Church (222 W. |4th St, Davenport), Olivet Baptist
Church (1115 21st Ave, Rock Island) or The Word Church
(356 16th Ave, East Moline).

Everyone is invited to come pray with us.

VVe've made major changes to our website and

our Facebook page.

It's now easier to donate to Churches United
online. If you go to our Facebook page, you can
click on the donate button and give directly to
us.You can also go to the donate page on our
website and click on the large, blue donate but-

ton.

Through the help of the Augustana Web Guild,
we've changed the look and content of our web-
site.WWe've updated the information throughout
the page.The new site includes pictures from our
events and of our ministries. Ve have a page just
for our Faith Connections newsletter. There are

other features, too.

If you have changes or suggestions for the web-
site or Facebook page, contact our social media
director, Susan Schwartz at

sschwartz@cuqca.org.

Our Mission: Serve this community { Revitalize the Church T Celebrate Christian Unity
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Faith Connections

Church and Society - Part 2



Last month, I start a series of articles entitled “Church and Society.” I stated that in the wake of numerous challenges that face our churches, it is imperative that we take a critical look at what we as the church are doing in our communities and how our actions are impacting us individually and collectively.

There are five tough questions that need to be asked and answered. In the February newsletter, I started with Tough Question One: How do we move from Churchianity to Christianity? Our response is that the church must reboot its mission of radical obedience to an ancient command…a loss of self rather than self-preoccupation…concern about service and sacrifice rather than concern about style.



Tough Question Two: How do we transform our community? (How do we bring His Gospel to the streets?)



If they aren’t going to come to us, then we have got to go to them. This is the crux of the issue. Churches that understand the realities of the present culture are shifting the target of ministry efforts from church activity to community transformation - the church inside out.

Jesus faced a similar dilemma in his day. The John 4 account of His encounter with the woman at the well in Samaria has a fascinating subplot that shows how challenging it will be to reorient North American Christians.

Religious people don’t see people; they see causes, behaviors, stereotypes, and people “other” than them.

Jesus’ evangelistic strategy directly challenged the Pharisees’ approach. Instead of “Come and get it!”, it was “Go get them!” Instead of withdrawing from people for fear of contamination, He ate with them.

This is why the Pharisees considered Jesus such a threat. They believed that the kingdom of God would only come on earth when enough people behaved properly (observed the law). Jesus went around telling people that the kingdom had already arrived (Luke 10:9) and that it was in them (Luke 17:21). In effect, He declared that the Pharisees’ ladder for success was leaned up against the wrong wall. Religious people have always been a problem for God. Religious people insist that people conform to a cultural standard in order to gain admittance to the religious club.

Pharisees are alive and well and attending your church (And they may be you!)  The assumption is that only people interested in church (the way we do it) are genuinely interested in God. This attitude is so pervasive and insidious among club members that it is rarely recognized for what it is – Phariseeism.

The church that wants to partner with God on His redemptive mission in the world has a very different target: the community.

Hitting the streets with the gospel means adopting a new way of thinking on several levels. Kingdom thinking challenges church thinking.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Taking the gospel to the streets means we need church where people are already hanging out. We need a church in every mall, every Wal-Mart supercenter, every Barnes and Noble. McDonalds is putting the majority of its new stores in places where people already are – hospitals, schools, food courts, and gasoline stations.

Why are we so afraid of “out there”? The Pharisees were afraid of being contaminated or unclean and losing their righteousness. I believe we have some different fears.

Jesus had a right to confront people straight out about their wicked ways. He certainly didn’t shy away from confronting people with the truth about their lives, but even He earns the privilege in conversation and service. Remember the encounter with the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11).

Club members prefer to bullhorn people rather than engage them personally and up close. This approach fails to earn the privilege to challenge people with the truth because we have not proven we are their champions.

It is not our job to convict people of sin. That’s the Holy Spirit’s job, according to Jesus (John 16:8). It’s our responsibility to tell good news – that God so loved the world that He sent Jesus.

Next Month: Tough Question 3: How Do We Turn Members Into Missionaries?



Blessings,

Mel




The Clock Is Ticking. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]

Bottom of Form

We just wrapped up another year.  If you are like me, there have been many blessings 

this past year but as I look back, there are some things I wish I had done differently.



Scripture says that the Lord has numbered our days but he has never revealed his spreadsheet.  I don’t know the number of my days and you don’t know the number of your days.  But this much I can tell you for sure, your number is less than it was yesterday.



You and I get only one shot at this thing called “life”.  There is no do-over.  So, that raises the stakes on how we live in 2020. 



If some of us were honest, we would have to admit that our lives have never been more full but never less fulfilled.  Our lives feel cluttered and confused.  We feel overloaded and overwhelmed.  We run fast but we can’t outrun the emptiness we feel.  We secretly wonder if this is all there is or if this is how life was meant to be lived.   My prayer is that over the next year we would feel more alive than ever.



There is a passage of Scripture written by the apostle Paul that I believe might be a great passage to ponder as you move into the New Year.  It is found in Romans 13.



In verses 11 and 12, Paul says, “Another reason for right living is that you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for the coming of our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. [12] The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So don't live in darkness. Get rid of your evil deeds. Shed them like dirty clothes. Clothe yourselves with the armor of right living, as those who live in the light.”      Romans 13:11-12 (NLT)



Choose to live with a sense of priority and urgency



Paul says one reason for right living is that you know how late it is; “TIME IS RUNNING OUT.”  Do you hear the urgency in those words?  We know that we only have a limited time here but we can begin to live and act as if we will be here forever.  There was an interesting survey done among college students.  They were asked this question: “If you could know the exact date of your death, would you want to know?”  87% said, “No”.  In most of us, there is a kind of denial that doesn’t want to face our mortality. 

We can be lulled into self-deceit.   I just wonder how many people get to the end of life, look over their should have done list and wonder “what happened”?  So many unfulfilled dreams…so many lost opportunities…so much left undone…so many regrets. 



Maybe the most dangerous word in the English language is the word “someday”.  Many of us suffer from the “someday syndrome”.  Someday I’ll take that trip.  Someday I’ll have more time for the kids. Someday I’ll go back to school.  In fact, why don’t you fill in the blank. Someday, I’ll _______________.  If you can’t think of something to put in the blank, ask your spouse or a good friend.  Just ask the “what have I been saying that SOMEDAY I would do, but have never gotten around to”?  Maybe for years you have been living with the illusion of “someday”.  You sincerely plan to get around to it.   The problem with “someday” is that it can rob us of “this day.”

We are prone to procrastinate, aren’t we?  



In 2020 make it…



· More about today and less about tomorrow.

· More about people and less about possessions.

· More about God’s priorities and less about my plans.

· More about the eternal and less about the temporal.



I want to challenge you to take some time to be alone.  Spend some time reflecting on 2019; and then spend some time thinking, dreaming, and praying about 2020.  Listen.  Be present with yourself and with God. 



The clock is ticking.  You don’t get a second shot at today. It’s later than it has ever been.  So, let’s commit to living a “no regret year”.



On behalf of the board of directors, staff and volunteers: Happy New Year!



Blessings,

Mel 
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