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Would you consider yourself a grateful person?
With the Thanksgiving season upon us and the
changes families must make due to COVID-19,
we would do well to ponder that question. After
all, we are called upon to emulate Jesus and
His life was characterized by gratitude.
Throughout His ministry, He regularly expressed
His thanks to the Father. Before breaking the bread
and fish to feed the five thousand, He paused to give
thanks. Prior to raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus
stood at the tomb and thanked the Father for hearing the
prayer that was about to be answered (John 11:41-42).
How about you? Are you communicating gratitude on a regular basis? Our life should be
characterized by it, even as we deal with the chaos surrounding us. However, becoming a
thankful person is not a matter of self-effort. Genuine thankfulness flows from a grateful heart,
and a grateful heart comes from Christ’s life expressed through us. It’s not simply about
choosing to try and be more grateful. Rather, it is a daily choice to surrender control of our life
to the Lord. That’s when He’s free to demonstrate His character through us.
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So, what does it look like when Christ transforms us into grateful people? First, we will be filled
with confidence in the Lord and His Word. Knowing that He’s working everything out for our
good (Romans 8:28) and developing within us the priceless treasure of faith, we can respond
with gratitude even in painful trials (1 Peter 1:6-7).
Next, we will recognize Him as the source of all good things. Contentment and peace will be
evident in our life because we will understand that whatever God chooses for us is best –
whether much or little.
Finally, a grateful person is generous. God wants His children, like flowing streams, to pass
blessings onto others. Selfishness always stifles gratitude but giving increases it.
This year, don’t allow Thanksgiving Day to be your only expression of gratitude. Ask God to
develop within you a grateful heart. Then thank Him for His faithfulness in both good and hard
times.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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Congratulations, Churches United
Executive Director, Rev. Dr.
Melvin L. Grimes on being
honored as one of the recipients
of the YWCA of the Quad Cities
Race Against Racism Award.

Blair Bullock, our CareLINK intern, is president and founder of a new
organization on the campus of St. Ambrose University called It’s On Us. It’s
On Us focuses on education and prevention of sexual assault on college
campuses. Blair is an assault survivor and she is very passionate about this
work! She’s selling these pins for $3 a piece to get the club up and running so
they can throw some major events! If you’d like to contribute to this amazing
cause, please contact Blair by sending an email to: bullockblair@sau.edu

We need your help.
Below is the latest list of items that our ministries need. Donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday between 8am
and 4pm at our office.
Can you open a door for someone in need? We need volunteers to help at Winnie's Place Shelter. We will provide training.
This is an opportunity for you to help women and families transition from homelessness to having a home of their own.
For more information, contact Betsy Vanausdeln at 563-332-5002 or by email at bvanausdeln@cuqca.org.
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3rd Annual Season of Giving Blood
Drive and collection for other
organizations at Henry's Christmas
Yard (1504 26th Avenue Moline,
IL) is Saturday, November 28th
from 11am - 4pm.
For more information, contact
Scott Hildebrand at (309)738-4879
or go to:
https://www.facebook.com/
henrysyard

Thank You
Thank you, Smokinpyro_BBQ!
On October 3rd, Smokinpyro_BBQ worked with
community organizations, including Churches United,
to provide a hot meal, clothing, and hygiene products
to those in need. Even though it was a cold and rainy
day, the event was a success and many were served.

Thank You
Thank you, John Deere Classic Birdies for
Charity and all of those who donated to
Churches United through the Birdies for Charity .
program.
The financial gift will go a long way in helping
serve those in need in our community.

Give TODAYto Churches United

Churches United of the
Quad City Area

Online at http://www.cuqca.org/donate.php
Call us at (563) 332-5002

2535 Tech Drive Suite 205
Bettendorf, IA 52722
Phone: 563-332-5002
Fax: 563-332-5035
E-mail: info@cuqca.org

Mail or drop off your gift
Churches United of the Quad City Area
2535 Tech Drive Suite 205
Bettendorf, IA 52722

THANK YOU!
Donate, keep up-to-date, and check out daily reflections by following
us on Facebook at:

For newsletter submissions, contact Susan
Schwartz, our social media director at
sschwartz@cuqca.org

https://www.facebook.com/
ChurchesUnitedoftheQuadCityArea/
Support CUQCA by designating us as your
charity and by purchasing items from our
Wish List.
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
I9QO2R6L5908/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_4?
_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist

On the Web
www.cuqca.org

Business Opportunity
We are looking for businesses to partner with for our
Holiday Food Drive. Sponsors will receive recognition in our
newsletter, on Facebook, and on our website. This food
drive is to help us because we won't be able to have our
Holiday Train Live food collection event this year.
If you're interested in helping, please contact Betsy
Vanausdeln by calling our office or send an email to:
bvanausdeln@cuqca.org.

.

Support the pantries of Churches United by
purchasing the items on this list and bringing your
donations to our office or directly to one of our
26 pantries. If you'd like help connecting with a
pantry, contact our office for information.

